
Low Impact Development:
Protecting our waters as we grow

Why do we need low impact development?

By the year 2025, another 
1.4 million people will call 
the Puget Sound region 
home.* Accommodating this 
growth while still protecting 
our natural resources and 
quality of life presents major 
challenges. 

Growth results in more 
rooftops, pavement 
and stormwater runoff. 
Traditional ways of 
protecting water resources 
from stormwater runoff 
have not proven fully 
effective, and Puget Sound 
is threatened by storm flows 
and pollutants carried by 
stormwater.  

It’s time to grow smarter.

Low impact development (LID) can help. LID is a 
relatively new approach to developing land and managing 
stormwater runoff. LID mimics what nature has been doing 
for ages. 

In a mature Pacific Northwest forest, very little rainwater 
runs off the land. Instead, it soaks into the ground, where 
the soils remove pollutants naturally. The water nourishes 
trees and plants and recharges streams, wetlands and 
groundwater. Or, the rainwater evaporates and becomes 
rainfall again.

Some of the key features of LID include: replanting 
or protecting existing vegetation; reducing impervious 
surfaces such as roads, parking lots and rooftops; using 
bioretention, pervious pavement and other small-scale 
stormwater controls; and clustering houses and other 
buildings on a site so stormwater can follow more natural 
drainage patterns. 

LID not only manages stormwater, it makes communities 
greener and more beautiful. And in many cases, LID 
projects are less expensive to build and maintain. 

* Source: Washington State Office of Financial 
Management

Permeable pavers at I-5 Park 
and Ride in Marysville virtually 
eliminate runoff, remove 
pollutants, and look good. 
| Curtis Hinman
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